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			[ecis2016.org] The number of ‘illegal forest dwellers’, who need to be evicted, has reduced considerably after states carried out a review of the cases, officials have said

The number of cases where tribal and non-tribal dwellers could be evicted from forest lands, has ‘reduced considerably’ after a review of rejected claims for ownership rights under the Forest Rights Act, officials said, on June 19, 2019. The Supreme Court, on February 13, 2019, had ordered eviction of 11.8 lakh ‘illegal forest dwellers’, whose claim for land rights had been rejected by authorities. However, on February 28, it stayed the ruling and directed states to file affidavits, detailing the process adopted in rejecting the claims.
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				You are reading: Eviction of forest dwellers: Number of people to be evicted reduces considerably after review


At a meeting in March, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) asked the states to carry out a village-level scrutiny of 19.50 lakh rejected cases and file their affidavits in the Supreme Court by July 12. The Ministry had said that according to data from the states, around 40.50 lakh claims had been filed under the Forest Rights Act, 2006. Land titles had been granted in around 18.50 lakh cases and 2.50 lakh were pending.



[ecis2016.org] SC asks parties who have challenged Land Acquisition Act provisions to frame specific questions to be answered by 5-judge bench


Representatives of the states discussed the matter in detail, at a meeting on June 18, 2019, MoTA secretary Deepak Khandekar said. “Barring Jammu and Kashmir and Sikkim, all the states concerned attended the meeting. They have reviewed the cases and segregated information,” he said. “The states are preparing reports, which will have information related to cases in which eviction may take place. Now that number is pretty small. It has reduced considerably. The matter highlighted in February is practically over,” the official said, refusing to give the details.



The states will inform the Ministry about the number of such cases and thereafter, the affidavits will be submitted to the Supreme Court on July 12, 2019, he said. Khandekar said the reduction in the number of rejected cases can be attributed to the elimination of ‘duplication and wrongful rejections’. “For example, there were cases where the husband and wife both had claimed ownership of the same property. So, the ownership has been granted and the other claim has been junked. Also, there were instances where a person filed multiple applications for one property,” he said.



SC to hear plea against demolition of tribals’ huts in Chhattisgarh forests

The Supreme Court has agreed to hear a plea, seeking an interim stay on the alleged demolition of tribal homes in the forests of certain districts of Chhattisgarh

April 17, 2019: A Supreme Court bench headed by chief justice Ranjan Gogoi was informed by lawyer ML Sharma on April 16, 2019 that despite the apex court’s order staying the eviction of illegal forest dwellers, houses of tribals were being demolished at Kalmipara, in Raigarh district of Chhattisgarh. To this, the bench, also comprising Justice Sanjiv Khanna, said that it would hear the plea on April 23, 2019. The plea said the top court has stayed its own order of February 13, 2019, by which it had directed 21 states to evict 11.8 lakh illegal forest dwellers, whose claims over the land have been rejected by the authorities.


It alleged that despite the order, industrialist Navin Jindal, Jindal Power Ltd, other companies and political persons, along with the state police, have started demolishing huts of the tribals in Raigarh and other districts.



[ecis2016.org] Pay rent to people evicted from homes near Tansa pipeline: Bombay HC


Read also : Should you opt for buyback offers and assured return schemes?
“Demolition is still continued in the different areas of the forest/villages. If huts were demolished, residents will be compelled to be ousted from the land belonging to forest/villages, which has already been grabbed by the industrialist and company on paper, with the help of the then collector and state authorities, either via sale or acquisition proceeding based on false certificates of consent,” the plea said.



Due to the ongoing Lok Sabha polls, the demolition has been halted at the instance of political parties and it may begin again, after the elections in the state on April 23, 2019, it said. “Thereafter, demolition will be started again and huts/houses of the ‘adivasi’ villagers will be forcefully demolished, coupled with torture, so that they will be ousted from their land automatically,” the plea said.



Eviction of forest dwellers: SC rejects separate PIL, asks lawyer to intervene in existing case

The SC has refused to entertain a separate PIL of a lawyer on the issue of eviction of forest dwellers and asked him to file an application seeking to intervene as a party in a case that is already pending before the court

April 16, 2019: A lawyer, on April 15, 2019, filed a plea in the Supreme Court, seeking to intervene as a party in a pending case and sought a direction to the authorities not to evict any forest dweller in the country. A bench headed by justice Arun Mishra, however, refused to entertain a separate PIL of lawyer ML Sharma on the issue of eviction of illegal forest dwellers and instead, asked him to file an application seeking to intervene in a pending case.

The apex court had, on March 25, 2019, referred Sharma’s plea before justice Mishra’s bench, adding that in any case, the February 13 order, directing 21 states to evict 11.8 lakh illegal forest dwellers, has already been stayed by the court. Sharma, appearing for Chhattisgarh-based Tarika Tarangini Larka, had submitted that the issues raised in the PIL were of larger interest for forest dwellers and hence, the notice be issued.

[ecis2016.org] Ekta Parishad members demand passage of the Homestead Land Bill (2013) and the Women and Farmers Bill (2010)


The apex court had, on March 5, 2019, taken cognisance of another plea filed by Larka, seeking a direction to the centre not to allot possession of any forest land belonging to tribals, to anyone other than ‘adivasis’ residing in that particular area. The petition alleged that authorities in Tamnar of Chhattisgarh’s Raigarh district have ‘forcibly’ grabbed a large area of tribal land and handed it to outsiders and now are trying to oust ‘adivasis’ from the area. “For this, they adopted simple strategy, declaring forest dweller as non-adivasis, to grab their land in the forest and village by rejecting their claim upon land,” the plea said.

It sought restoration of land acquired by the government from tribals in Chhattisgarh for mining and other purposes and to provide them value of mined minerals. The petition has also sought setting up of a special investigation team (SIT) comprising retired judges of the apex court, to look into the alleged illegal acquisition of land belonging to tribals throughout the country. Besides, it sought a direction to the CBI to register a FIR under the provisions of the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe Act, to investigate the matters brought to light by the SIT and to file their report before the apex court.
Related read:	Telangana evaluating blockchain technology for transparency in land deals
	CMDA turning blind eye to unauthorised constructions along ECR: Amicus curiae to Madras HC
	Third quarter points to a quick rebound: Housing Sales up 12% YoY in Jan-Sep across 8 cities: PropTiger.com
	Water management: Why building designs must focus on net-zero concepts
	Home insurance policy types and the cover they offer against natural and man-made disasters







SC stays its earlier order that directed the eviction of 11.8 lakh forest dwellers

The Supreme Court has stayed its earlier order that directed the eviction of 11.8 lakh forest dwellers and asked the state governments to file affidavits, explaining the process adopted in rejecting the claims of the forest dwellers over the lands

March 1, 2019: The Supreme Court, on February 28, 2019, stayed its February 13 order, directing 21 states to evict 11.8 lakh illegal forest dwellers whose claims over the forest land have been rejected by the authorities. A bench comprising justices Arun Mishra, Naveen Sinha and MR Shah, directed the state governments to file affidavits giving details about process adopted in rejecting the claims. The apex court posted the matter for further hearing on July 10, 2019.


Read also : Nationwide survey reveals investors still bet on real estate
The court had agreed, on February 27, 2019, to hear the centre’s plea seeking withholding of its February 13 order asking 21 states to evict nearly 11.8 lakh forest dwellers whose claims were rejected. After briefly hearing the matter, the bench said: “We stay and keep on hold our February 13 order.” The bench also directed that the affidavits had to be filed by the chief secretaries of the states, giving details of various steps covered for carrying out the eviction of the forest dwellers.



Although the apex court gave relief to the centre, it was annoyed as to why it was in a ‘slumber’ for such a long time and approached it only after the directions were passed on February 13. The top court said many of the points being raised now were never raised when the matter was pending.

“You have been in a slumber all this while and now, after we passed this order, you are seeking a modification,” the bench said and reminded the centre that it was in 2016, when the state governments were directed to file details of the rejection of claims and the follow-up action. During the hearing the bench wondered “Are these people all tribals or normal people living there?”

[ecis2016.org] Amid protests Haryana assembly passes amendments to Punjab Land Preservation Bill


Senior advocate Shyam Divan, appearing for the NGO, Wildlife First, submitted that bona fide forest dwellers will not be affected and those ‘who have been granted pattas by the authorities will not be affected’.



The centre had rushed to the top court for modification of the order, saying the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 was a ‘beneficial’ legislation and should be construed liberally to help ‘extremely poor and illiterate people’ who are not well informed of their rights and procedure under the law. While keeping in abeyance its order, the bench said chief secretaries would have to disclose the modalities of the procedure adopted to decide the claims on forest land. The judges were of the view that many of these claimants may not even possess the requisite documents and asked the state governments to furnish documents, to ascertain whether the rejections were made after following due process.


The apex court directed that the authorities would also examine whether the state-level monitoring committee, which ensure that no tribal is displaced except in compliance with the formalities under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, were involved in the process when the claims were rejected. The top court asserted that under no circumstances should the forest land or the customary right of the tribals be encroached by ‘mighty people’. The centre in its application said as the forest dwellers were extremely poor and illiterate, it was difficult for them to substantiate their claims before the competent authorities.



The apex court had on February 13, 2019, directed 21 states to apprise it about the action taken by them over the eviction of tribals and forest dwellers whose claim have been rejected. In the application, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs said, “It is respectfully prayed that this court may consider modifying its order and direct the state governments to file detailed affidavits regarding the procedure followed and details of the rejection of claims and till then, the eviction of tribals may be withheld. The eviction of tribals, without such information would cause serious prejudice to such tribals who have been residing in forests for generations,” the ministry said in its plea. In the larger interest of tribals, farmers and forest dwelling communities, the centre wishes to ‘take a holistic re-look’ at the subject matter, so that their ‘interests are fully protected’, it said.

The application said that the Act was made with an object to recognise the rights in ‘forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes’ (FDST) and ‘other traditional forest dwellers’ (OTFDs) who have been residing in forests for generations but whose rights have not been recorded. “The FDSTs and OTFDs are extremely poor and illiterate people and not well informed of their rights and procedure under the Act. They live in remote and inaccessible areas of the forest. It is difficult for them to substantiate their claims before the competent authorities,” the centre said. The top court is dealing with a batch of petitions on the issue, which were filed in the apex court over a period since 2006.



Source: https://ecis2016.org/.
Copyright belongs to: ecis2016.org
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